Just Around The
River Bentz

Two genera i onso fgrea tbhoa ts,
onegrea tna me cuEEns, having a las name e

OSmith,0 OThatcherO or OBakerO often
indicated what one did for a living.
Thank goodness the same protocol is
obsolete today; | am neither a farmer
nor a burger maker. Still, if your last
name is OBentz,0 it wouldn@ome as
a surprise to find that you made high
quality aluminum jet boats. Bryan
Bentz is the heir to the Bentz throne,
occupied by his father, Darell Bentz, a
name that has become commonplace
in the jet boat industry.

Officially formed in 1972 by Bryan®
father, Bentz Boats has a rich history
that has helped this Lewiston, Idaho,
company reach out far beyond
Darell® first jet boat, built out of ply -
wood in 1967.

It all started when Darell, his
brother Rusty and their friend Colin
Rhodes found a sunken Potlatch
Corp. jet boat while rafting the
north fork of the Clearwater River in
1966. After recovering the boat®
engine and jet pump, a boat began
to be fashioned. The result was a
barebones, 20-foot plywood jet
boat. In 1970, the first Bentz alu
minum boat, now named ODarell®
Dream,Owas built. By 1972, Daell
Bentz was oficially in businessN
a place the Bentz family hasn®
left since.

The first aluminum Bentz Boat,
Darell@ Dream, has been refur-
bished and is still exploring the
rivers of Idaho. A 22-foot jet boat
built in 072 for Daell® father and
now owned by Brandon Bentz,
Darell® nephew and the boat® third
generation owner, is also among
some of the Bentz relics. These and
other of the first boats made by
Darell are evidence of the quality
and craftsmanship that has always
been a trademark of Bentz boats.
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Darell Bentz still oversees the operations in Lewiston.
Bryan has earned his spot and is being handed the
baton as Darell continues his outfitting business,
Intermountain Excursions, and a not-so-traditional retire-
ment. | had a chance to ask Bryan a few questions, the
answers to which efectively illustrate the strength of this
company.

Q: When was Bentz Boats started?

A: Bentz Boats was started in 1970 with the first alu
minum boat being built by my dad, Dar ell Bentz. It was
n®until 1972 that the company was officially formed.

Q: How did this all get started?

A: Previously, he and my uncle Rusty Bentz, along
with their friend Colin Rhodes, recovered an engine and
jet unit from the North Fork of the Clearwater River and
installed them in a plywood boat they built in 1966 that
really inspired my dad to build an aluminum boat.

Q: What wer e some of the struggles Bentz has
faced over the years?

A: Growth has been one of the struggles. Over the
years as demand inceased, the original facilities were
unable to handle the production demands and the size
of boats being requested.

Additionally, understanding and meeting U.S. Coast
Guard regulations for commer cial vessels in the various
water conditions our boats must operate in poses a
challenge. Not only must they meet structural regula-
tions but also stability and wind heel requirements.

Q: How have they been over come?

A: A new facility, 60 by 120 feet including offices, was
built in 1996 in order to meet the demand. Continued
growth also required that we build a 30 by 76 foot addi -
tion in 2003 for even larger boats up to 65 feet in length,
complete with overhead cranes to better accommodate
boats up to 65 feet in length. The entir e facility has in-
floor heating, which produces consistent aluminum tem-
peratures for superior weld quality.

The challenges with the Coast Guard requirements
have been met through studying the related CFR regu-
lations, working closely with our local Marine Safety
Office and submitting a 30-plus-page plan review to
ensure that each boat will pass their requirements.

Q: How big of a company is Bentz Boats?

A: My dad produced the boats by himself for a lot of
years until the demand for the boats became big
enough that additional employees wer e required to
keep up with demand. The company has gone from a
single employee, Darell Bentz, in a 32 by 48 foot shop to
approximately 15 full time employees and a new facility
being built in 1996, then expanded in 2003.

Q: What innovations has Bentz Boats contributed
to in the jet boat industry?

A: Bentz Boats pioneered the sled-shaped bow, delta
pad bottom, forwar d and center pilot station,
hydraulic/electric shift and short stroke stick steering,
now being copied by a number of other boat manufac -
turers. These innovations contribute to our boatsO supe
rior handling, quick planing and shallow running capa-
bilities.

Q: What matters most to Bentz Boats?
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A: The quality of our boats is of
utmost importance and we continually
strive to improve our boats through
experience and new technologies.
New technologies include the equip -
ment we use to build our boats or
through advances in available materi-
als, engines, jet units and related
components. Our customers demand
that each boat is built to the highest
standards we are capable of, ensuring
that their boat expectations ar e met.
The commercial boats that we build
simply must work day in and day out
in order for our customersO business
to be successful. This same thought
pattern and integrity is built into each
of our boats whether they are for
commercial or recreational purposes.
Additionally we strive to service our
customers all over the world and
completely guarantee the workman -
ship that we provide.

Q: What sets Bentz apart fr om
the rest?

A: Our quality, structural integrity,
superior bottom designs and constant
innovation.

Q: Tell me about the passing of
the company fr om generation to
generation.

A: There is a wealth of knowledge
that my dad possesses that can only
be attempted to understand over
time. By listening, paying attention
and continual conversations about
boats can you get an understanding
of how the build design has pro-
gressed to today® build. Time spent



driving boats, and not just our own,
has helped considerably in the learn-
ing curve. Another wealth of informa-
tion is through listening to our cus-
tomersO experiencesNwhat has
worked, what hasn©and learning how
to do things better . We have cus
tomers who cumulatively have spent
tens of thousands of hours in various
sized boats we have built operating in
both fresh and saltwater. Since our
first U.S. Coast Guad certified vessel
in 1978, we have eceived, and contin-
ue to receive, invaluable input. All of
these are things that cannot be
learned overnight but thr ough time,
observation, personal experiences and
listening to our customers.

Q: How long have you been
involved with Bentz Boats?

A: Officially, seven years. Of course
| grew up around the boat building
business and saw many of the boats
being built, but at the age | was then,
| didn® pay close attention to the
details involved.

Q: What is Dar ell up to these days?

A: He is a steelhead guide every fall
and winter, he® done that since 1978,
which gives him a tremendous
amount of time in our boats. His per -
sonal boats are almost always the
guinea pigs for new product develop -
ment, which keeps us on the cutting
edge of new technologies. He is still
very much involved with the boat
shop and our customers.

Q: What ar e his thoughts on
retir ement?

A: They don®make a rocking chair
that fits him. His goal is to have me in a
position where | can take cae of the
business so he can be out doing what
he loves to do, but | don@ see that he
will ever completely retire.

Q: Wher e is Bentz headed?

A: We continue to try and impr ove
upon all aspects of each and every
boat. We have also developed some
smaller boats including jet boats that
are working well with Mer cury® Sportjet
units. As our customer demands or
needs change we will continue to meet
their expectations. There are new tech-
nologies being developed daily and we
are constantly trying new things to see
if there is an improvement in the boats
we build. To us this is one of the most
exciting parts of the business.

Q: Is ther e anything that Bentz

Boats has done that your customers
might not know about that youOd like
to tell them?

A: Through the build pr ocess we
get to know our customers very well
and they get to know us so they gen-
erally have a very good idea of our
capabilities and history. The only
things that they may not know about
are industry technology changes
either with engines, jet units or avail-
able components. Diesel engine tech -
nology in particular is changing very
rapidly right now and since a fair per-
centage of our boats are diesel, we
are fortunate to see some of these
products in our boats.

Darell has definitely raised the
standard in the jet boat industry,
and his strong company continues
to manufacture some of the best
boats for commercial and recre-
ational use. As the business slowly
changes hands from father to son,
the jet boat industry can be assured
that the standard will be main-
tained. Bentz Boats is located in
Lewiston, Idaho, right near the
southeast corner of Washington,
and the northeast corner of
OregonNone of the pr emier jet
boat locations in the United States.
For more information, go to
www.bentzboats.com.
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